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Scout Packs — Going Strong 

   A Lakeside Tail 
When my husband and I first looked at  
a house in Lakeside, we were greeted  
by a handsome grey-and-white cat on  
the porch. I figured he must belong to  
the sellers - it was a good omen. 

During move-in and later, we were 
frequently visited by this cat, and soon 
realized that he didn't 'come with the 
house' but was a definite fixture in the 
neighborhood! I chuckled at the name  
on his collar. "The Great Catsby"  
became a frequent visitor, and soon 
wormed his way into a bowl of  nuggets 
and water dish on our porch.  

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

The Boy Scouts of America 
Voyageurs Area Council has 
about 130 Scout Packs 
throughout northeastern 
Minnesota, northern Wisconsin 
and the Upper Peninsula in 
Michigan covering 40,000 
square miles. About 4,000 
Scouts participate throughout 
the year in this council.  Two of 
the Packs meet in Lakeside and 
have been doing so for about 
100 years. Boy Scouts meet  
Monday evenings and Cub 
Scouts meet Thursdays at 
Lakeside Presbyterian Church 
throughout the school year. 
These groups fall into one of  
the longest continuously 
meeting Packs in the country.  

 

 

Each Cub Scout Pack meeting  
has programs led by parents or 
grandparents while Boy Scout 
meetings are run by the Boy 

Scouts themselves. Meetings 
include planning for camping 
outings, such as the upcoming 
winter camping trip, or learning 

At a recent Cub Scout meeting in Lakeside boys were learning  
what to do if someone goes into shock or is choking.  

Move clocks forward  
March 12 for Daylight 

Savings Time.  

              —— 
Murphy says to Paddy, 
“What’s ya talkin into an 
envelope for?” 
Paddy replies, “I’m 
sending a voice mail!” 

 

Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day! 
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disappoints many.   
It was very sad to hear of the 
unexpected passing of Bonnie 

Wolden, past principal at  
Lester Park Elementary. 

 
I’m always on the lookout for people 
involved in interesting things in the 
community and lending a hand to 

others. Youth and all the community 
members can work together to help 
everyone succeed. The blood drive 
collections show organized projects 

that can save people’s lives. 
Get Involved. Keep up the good 

work.         
  Your neighbor,                                    

Wendy 
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McCulloch Street Musings from the Editor  

 WINTER CONTINUES.  The 
snow falls. The wind blows. The 
moonlight casts a blue light on 
the snow.  Perhaps it’s time to 
curl up with a book — you can 
probably pick one up within a 
short walk at one of the dozen 
plus Little Free Libraries in the 

neighborhood. Check out a 
photo of a Snoopy themed one 
on page 6.  Or it’s time to put on 
your skis and enjoy the beautiful 
trails — or even golf course — to 

slide along on the snow.  
 

The announcement about  
St. Michael’s School closing will 

result in a change that 

 

March 25  10AM-3PM 
Peace Church 1111 N. 11th Ave. E.  

WendyUpNorth.com   
     Local fairs throughout the year  

        Inquire about being a vendor.  

  LOOK AT LAKESIDE    SUBSCRIPTION   $12 

 Date       

 Name 

     

 Address  

Thank you for  your support for this 

neighborhood publication. 

6 issues/year 

New subscriber  

Renewing  

Mail to Look at Lakeside, 4005 McCulloch St., Duluth, MN 55804 

What U love about Lakeside 

Cool things  
made locally of 
recycled or  
natural  
materials.  

Treasures of the Earth 

Green Goods, Craft & Art Fair 

What is 
a squirt?   

 
A youth 
hockey 

player age  
9-11.   
Portman 

bruins.com 

Be a history judge at the Northeast regional 
competitions at UMD March 11. Middle school 
and high school students from schools in NE MN 

participate and community judges are needed. The 
theme this year is Take A Stand in History.   
More info at mnhs.org or 651-259-3489. 

 

A fused glass flower 
stick made by  

Bonnie Wolden.  
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News Owners of SNAP Fitness  

 

GOOD DEEDS 

This winter the EPA Lab near the Lester River 
hosted a blood drive. The 
lab organizes 5 to 6 drives 
for Memorial Blood Center 
per year and since 2007 

has collected >1100 pints 
of blood.  The drives are 
open to the community.  

 
Duluth East ABO Club 
organizes blood drives for Memorial Blood 
Center three times a year for students and 

staff to donate. In the school drives last year 
they collected 266 units during their drives 
and Memorial Blood Center honored them 
with the Outstanding High School Award. 

 
Lakeside Presbyterian Church and the 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
hosted blood drives for  Red Cross. 

 
A little math exercise  

An average person has 8 pints of blood.   
How many humans would 266 units (pints) 

“fill”?  How many with 1100 pints?  
 

Donating Blood is a  
Life Saving Gift  

 

Lakeside Presbyterian Church 
4430 McCulloch Street, Duluth, MN 55804 

218-525-1967  
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

———————     March 1   —————— 
Deacon’s Pancake Dinner 5:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday Service 6:30 p.m. 

w/Communion 
 

www.lakesidepreschurch.org 

Amanda Graning and Dean Packingham are the new owners of the 
Lakeside SNAP Fitness at 4425 E. Superior St. The two have been 
best friends for the last 15 years and have worked together as 
meteorologists. Dean still currently is working full-time as a 
meteorologist. In this fitness business, Amanda is serving as the 
manager doing the paperwork and Dean is the creative ideas 
person. They have plans for expanding the group fitness room and 
ramping up offering more classes of Zumba and more. An update 

is being made 
on the 
interior to fit 
the new Snap 
Fitness 
prototype.   
 
Amanda and 
Sam also have 
another 
business 
together 
selling hot 
cocoa mix. 
Both are 

looking forward to this refreshing new fitness business venture 
where everyone is welcome. “We are especially pleased to be  
local owners and to make it something we can be proud of,” 
comments Dean. To learn about membership  
call 218-212-1212. They also have a Facebook page.  

ONGOING IN LAKESIDE 

Lakeside CHUM Food Shelf  Mondays 11AM-1PM,  
Faith Lutheran Church, 1814 N. 51st Ave. E.   
LLP Citizen Patrol 3rd Thurs  6:30PM  Lakeside Pres. Church 
Portman Senior Activities  Lunches 727-4321 Bingo: Mon and 
Fri noon. Men’s Coffee Group: Wed 9:30-11:30AM  Senior  
Exercise: M, W, F  8:30-9:30AM.  
LLP Community Club. Monthly meetings  Feb game night, March 
Bingo. Call club for dates.  525-0845 

New Snap Fitness Lakeside owners Amanda  
Graning and Dean Packingham. (Photo submitted) 

Trainings 
This Spring 
 
XXXXXXXXXXX 

Learn the basics 

of working on 

the railroad with 

new classes 

starting March 

1. Classes are 

for beginners 

and will help 

you learn more 

about the  

operations of 

the North Shore 

Scenic Railroad 

during the  

summer season. 

733-7593 

OOOOOOOO 

Lake Superior 

Zoo Docent 

Orientations 

Dates start 

March 16.  

Training starts in 

April. Apply by 

March 1. 730-

4500 ext. 210. 
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Continued from Front Page—Scouts February 16  Bag It 
Duluth community 
conversation meeting   
7PM Denfeld High School.  
 

March 23  Zoo La La  
Fundraiser for the Lake 
Superior Zoo. 5-9PM. 
Greysolon Ballroom.  
FMI 723-3750 
 
March 11   Spirit Lake 
Poetry Series. Poet Chris 
Santiago. Prove Gallery, 
21 N. Lake Ave. 7:30PM 
 

March 31 Taste at Fitgers  
Fundraiser for Second 
Harvest Northern Lakes 
Food Bank. 6-9PM.  
722-8826  fitgers.com 

March 31  Registration 
Deadline for Shimmy 
Mob. It’s a flash mob dance 
performance to be May 13 
at an unknown location to 
celebrate Worldwide Belly 
Dance Day and raise 
awareness and funds for 
victims of domestic 
violence. 428-4136 

helpful skills, such as First Aid. 
Some boys develop more 
leadership skills beyond the 
meetings by planning and 
completing service projects and 
more requirements to become 
an Eagle Scout. Who’s name 
will be added to the Eagle Scout 
board this year? 
 
David Nolle attends meetings in Lakeside 
with his son and by day serves as the Scout 

Executive/CEO for 
the Voyageurs Area 
Council.  

 
Support local Scouts 
at their fall fundraisers 
-Purchase popcorn  
-Purchase wreaths 

For more information 
on the local Scouts go to www.vac-bac.org 
or call 740-4520.                            wg/LAL 

A display at a meeting has a map of the 
Boundary Waters.  Where will the boys go 
on their winter and summers outings to 
camp?  
 
Boots line the hallway at the church.  
These boots hold the feet of young leaders 
in the community.  
Boy Scout Zach Peterson is a Den Chief 
helping at Cub Scout pack meetings. He has pins and  
patches and a cord on his left shoulder showing his  
accomplishments so far. 

An honor board at Lakeside Presbyterian social hall lists the names of the boys who have achieved the 
high honor: Eagle Scout. Boys seeking to become an Eagle Scout plan and conduct service projects in 
the area, pass tests, and apply themselves more as leaders. 

Den Leader, Mark Kroll, 
says “Being a Cub Scout or 
Boy Scout gives youth an 
opportunity to become 

good citizens and build a 
sense of being part of the 
community and helping 

take care of things.” 

You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.  - Ralph  Waldo Emerson 
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     Samantha grew up in the 

state of Virginia, not far from 

Chesapeake Bay and 

Washington, D.C.  She went  

to college near her home and 

taught secondary education and 

helped in opening a new high 

school as lead biology teacher.  

She completed an internship at 

a Smithsonian museum and was 

delighted to experience being 

so excited about learning new 

things every day through the 

exhibits.   

     She moved up to Duluth and 

held an AmeriCorps position 

working with at-

risk students at 

Lincoln Park 

School.  While in 

the position she 

also volunteered 

at the Great 

Lakes Aquarium. 

Soon enough she 

was offered a position at the 

Aquarium. Currently, she is 

the school program coordinator 

at the Great Lakes Aquarium. 

Her duties have her working 

with student groups from 

elementary through college 

level and with local scientists to 

create opportunities for area 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

teachers to learn 

about incorpor-

ating local science 

data and 

information in 

their classrooms 

and developing 

teaching methods 

that include hands-

on and active 

learning. Some of 

her work is beyond 

the aquarium as she 

also works through 

outreach efforts in 

classrooms. She is dive-certified and 

helps with 

feedings in the 

90,000 gallon tank 

at the Aquarium 

filled with 100s of 

local fish. She has 

also ventured into 

dives to view 

shipwrecks by 

the Apostle Islands in Lake 

Superior’s clear water.  Last 

summer she was on board a science 

research vessel and did studies with 

EPA scientists in water quality. She 

also seeks to create engaging 

learning for the general public and 

is chair of the Accessibility and 

member of the Sustainability 

Committees. Camps are setup 

throughout the year to engage 

students in learning more about 

our local and global aquatic life 

and ways people can help 

protect aquatic life. Her 

enthusiasm for education shines 

                  Samantha Smingler 

 

I love the community feel 
of the neighborhood of 

Lakeside.  We would come 
over to eat in Lakeside 
before moving to the 

neighborhood and now we 
can just walk over to eat. 

 

Samantha is the education direc-
tor 

through her work. She is also 

a Master Naturalist. 

She and her partner Tiffany 

Sprague moved to Lakeside 

in 2014 to a home that has 

a yard that is butterfly 

certified with lots of native 

vegetation. Tiffany is 

working on a masters 

degree in water resources 

and working at the Natural 

Resources Research 

Institute. Both are active in 

the Northwoods Women 

In Science. In her free time 

Samantha loves to kayak, 

take walks to the Lake, and 

go on picnics, especially at 

Brighton Beach.   

 

Interview and write-up by 

Wendy Grethen 

 

Extra Notes: The year 2016  

had over 144,000 visitors  

to the Great Lakes Aquarium – 

a record year! 

 

Lakeland Shores       
Apartments  

DULCIMERSINDULUTH.COM 

 
Your Northland Source for  

Dulcimer, Books, & Accessories 
 

* Lessons. Special event music.  Programs  *   
Mountain and hammered dulcimers 

218.525.5098 
Dulcimer Day is coming—May 6!!!  

Registration opens in February. 

Samantha coordinates school programs at the Great 
Lakes Aquarium and you might  spot her diving in 

SCUBA gear feeding the fish. See the sturgeon? 

 

Great Lakes Aquarium 
glaquarium.org 
740-3474 
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Duluth East Concerts  
7 p.m.  

 

March 7 Choir Concert   
March 16 Orchestra Concert 

March 21 Band Concert 
March 30 Orchestra Concert 

 

 

 

 

Loving the Outdoors in Lakeside 

Go for a walk to pick out a book.  
Snoopy rests outdoors with Woodstock 
at one of the Little Free Libraries that 
are in the neighborhood.  On New Year’s Day and many other wintertime days and evenings pleasure 

skaters and budding and experienced hockey players hit the ice at Portman.   
Cold weather doesn’t keep the skaters away although warm late January 
temperatures melted ice. More winter ahead!  

 

Lester Park Golf Course and 
Lester Park are also places to 
cross-country ski.   
About thirty golf carts await 
summer at the Lester Park Golf 
Course. 
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Continued from Front Page, Catsby 

We'd often spot Catsby hanging out on the 
Lakewalk, garnering coos and ear-rubs 
from passers-by. We'd see him at East 
High, laying on a car and surrounded by 
admirers, or walking from wheelchair to 
wheelchair, lap to lap, as Ecumen residents 
would be out sunning in the warm 
weather. A few times, late at night, I'd call 
the number on his collar and get his 
human, Susan Hagge, who'd rush right 
over and pick him up. It was clear that she 
tolerated his adventures, and that Catsby 
knew and loved his people.  

Just before Thanksgiving, Catsby was hit 
and killed on Superior Street. It wasn't 
until then that I fully realized just how 
many people knew and loved this furry 
Lakeside ambassador! There was an article 
in the DNT paying homage to the "Little 
Legend of Lakeside", after which Sue 
received dozens of phone calls from Catsby 
admirers she didn't even know. Students at 
East wrote an obit, and wanted to wear 
black and have a moment of silence in 
honor of his memory. It 
turned out that Catsby had 
a substantial presence on 
social media, with fans (at 
least the ones that we 
know of) from 60th 
Avenue East all the way to 
the McDonald's on 
London Road. He even 
had his own phone -- 
when the Catsby phone 
would ring, Sue or his 
'human in charge' would know to head out 
and retrieve the roaming feline. Rumor has 
it that Catsby's adventures included riding 
through the drive through at McDonald's 
on someone's dashboard, escorting a 

teacher out of the high school in a 
darkened hallway, snoozing on peoples' 
cars, laying on the counter at the 
veterinary office, letting himself in at 
Ecumen to visit, and more. Accounts of 
Catsby's adventures are still coming 
forward. 

Lakeside residents and others have come 
together to create a memorial in honor of 
The Great Catsby and in celebration to the 
community he touched. Artist Ann 
Klefstad, area teachers Danielle Westholm 
and Debra Hannu, students from East High 
School and residents of Ecumen and 
Catsby's owner Susan Hagge have worked 
to craft a proposal to the City of Duluth 
Public Arts Commission. The memorial 
would be a life-sized bronze cast of Catsby. 
It would also feature a plaque and QR code 
accessing digital Catsby stories, photos and 
videos.  

Ten percent of donations for the memorial 
will go directly to Animal Allies, up to the 
cost of the sculpture and installation; at 
which point 100% of donations will be 

routed to Animal 
Allies. 

Michelle Sternberg 
of Animal Allies, 
loves the idea. While 
Animal Allies 
certainly doesn't 
condone letting your 
pet 'roam', she 
acknowledges that 
some creatures just 
defy borders. Sue 

Hagge said that Catsby was quite the 
escape artist, even getting out of a second-
story window.  

While Catsby is no longer with us, his 

adventures and fans remain as a testament 
to the power of animals in our lives.   
_______________________________ 

There is a GoFundMe page for the Catsby 
Memorial Fund at https://
www.gofundme.com/catsby-memorial-
fund..  Donations may also be sent to 
North Shore Bank of Commerce, made out 
to Susan Hagge with "Catsby Fund" in the 
memo line.  

-------------------------------------------------- 

Debra Hannu is just one of the hundreds of 
lives Catsby touched. We were blessed 
with his company for almost 5 years, after 
we rescued him from an outdoor 
environment near Brainerd. He was always 
overtly friendly, almost "dog-like", in his 
tendencies. He loved to run up to and rub 
against anyone he'd come across in his 
adventures, even jumping into their cars or 
entering their homes when given the 
slightest opportunity. We always knew he 
was known around the neighborhood, even 
joking about how he was our "little 
celebrity". However it wasn't until after 
his untimely demise that we learned just 
how vast reputation and followers really 
were. From having his own student-made 
Instragram account (@catsby218) to 
getting a large obituary in the Duluth News 
Tribune, which went on to get over 400 
shares on Facebook, Catsby really was 
great and always smiled to those he came 
across. He continues to be missed, but we 
hope his impact on the community will last 
for years to come. 

Any and all donations to the Catsby 
Memorial Fund are greatly appreciated and 
mean a lot to the community he left 
behind. Thank you.  
          Submitted by Debra Hannu 

The memorial would be 
a life-sized bronze cast of 

Catsby, sitting on a 
boulder, positioned 

(ideally) in an area close 
to one of the many 

Catsby haunts.   

 

 

 

 

    Renewalbyandersen.com 

218-727-2091 
Tree Cycling 
A pile of Christmas trees at the temporary tree recycling at Lester Park. 
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Offering babysitting? Offering yard work/
shoveling/garden care? Sell insurance?   

Real estate agent?  Financial planning? Hair 
styling? Pet Care? Selling locally-made items? 

 

PLACE AN AD IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER.  

Super affordable rates.  
www.LookatLakeside.com 

525-5098 

Need help paying heating bills?  
A federally funded helps households that earn 
less than 50 percent of the state's median annu-
al income ($47,194 for a family of four) obtain 
funds to help pay their heating bills. 

New applicants have until May 31 to apply,  
but funding is limited and administered on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Qualifying 
households must apply for assistance at the 
local service provider in their area. To find 
your local service provider, call the Commerce 
Department toll-free at (800) 657-3710 or 
visit the Energy Assistance Program section of 
the Commerce Department’s website. 

City #s 

Mayor Emily Larson 730-5230 
City Councilor Gary Anderson 391-7404 

Senior programs—Parks & Rec  727-4321  

On a Path 

to a Healthier  You 
By eating smart and keeping active and 
getting plenty of rest you can be a healthier 
person.  Here are local options and ideas: 

***TOPS club, Taking Pounds Off Sensibly     

Meets on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. at Lakeside 
Presbyterian Church, 4430 McCulloch St. Weekly 
weigh-ins and sharing of tips on weight loss. 

***Fitness Centers    Workout at Snap Fitness or 
Xcel Xercise on east Superior St. 

***Yoga      Yoga North has many classes on 

the 2nd floor at St. Michael’s School.  The Traveling Yogini teaches a class at 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd on Monday evenings. 

***Classes—Jazzercise      Attend a class or become a member directly 
through this Jazzercise or the classes 
are included as a member of the 
Center for Personal Fitness—
Essentia.  Another option for 
seniors are classes at Portman. 

*** Or many other options! 
Walk. Shovel. Ski, Winter bike. 
Indoors: march in place. Do a 
You Tube workout such as 
one from Fitness Blender 
or a meditation. 

*** Rest up. Take a day 
off. Do fun things. 

***Try healthy recipes. 

This Dieting Angel magnet 
goes home for the week to a 
TOPS member who gained 

weight. Place on fridge. 

Snap Fitness  

Musical Cumpari, the Italian American  

singing group, formed in 1982 and has  
given over 565 performances.   

The group performed at Lakeshore  

during the holiday season. 

Jazzercize four mornings a week at the Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd. The colorful 

shirts are like a field of flowers.  

 First United Methodist Church 
230 E. Skyline Pkwy 

Classes: mountain dulcimer, 
hammered dulcimer, ukulele,  
autoharp and flatpicking 
guitar.  
 

       Concerts at 1 pm and 7 pm 
Please register in advance for classes and meals.  
FMI www.DulcimersInDuluth.com  218-525-5098 


