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People from throughout town have been 
enjoying playing the Chinese game of 

Mahjong at Portman Center.  New and 
experienced players come together on 

Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. to sit at tables of 
4 to play with the 144 tiles per set.  The tiles 
consist of 3 suits (bamboo, characters, and 
dots), dragons, winds, flowers, and seasons 

to form a hand.  It’s a game of skill and a 
game of luck and a bit addictive to be up for 

the friendly competitive challenge. Some 
days this winter more than 20 people came 

to play.  Beginners are welcome.  
NOTE: Will resume once health  

advisories are lifted.  

Chinese Tile Game Popular and Fun 

Every storm  
runs out of rain.    

Maya Angelou 

Curt Vojacek has been coming 
to Sammy’s Lakeside for over 50 
years.  He’s been a customer at 
all the previous Lakeside 
locations.  Sammy’s hot food or 
food to bake at home has served 
at many meals for him over the 
decades..   

Did you notice the outside sign 
has been changed?.  The neon 
light has been removed and a 
new sign was installed in 
February.  

Happy Easter  
 

                
Welcome  
   Spring 

Take care of your-
self and others. 

Listen for updates 
on COVID-19 



 

My goodness—my 
goodness –it is a very 

unique time.  Is this really 
happening? We are going 
through this together—one 
community, one city, one 
state, one country, one 

world. Our lives has been 
challenged to remain at 

home and not participate in 
regular daily activities in the 

community.   
I hope everyone is staying 

well and abiding by the new 
rules to help stop the spread 

of this pandemic.  

This newsletter issue has 
the challenge of wanting to 

announce scheduled events, 
help connect people to 

fundraiser events, and add a 
little learning and fun to 

readers but really we don’t 
know yet when bans  

will be lifted.  
Is there anything good to this 
situation?  More family and 

home time, less pollution, 
a new look at what we 

LOOK  
AT LAKESIDE  

a bi-monthly newsletter on 
people, places, happenings 

and history of Lakeside-Lester 
Park, Duluth, MN 

6 issues/year 
First issue Aug/Sept 2012  

 

Wendy Grethen, editor  

Terry Brown, super helper 

218.525.5098 

wendyupnorth@gmail.com 
4005 McCulloch St., 55804 

Subscriptions $12  

 

Place an ad 

Ad Rates  on website  

www.LookAtLakeside.com 

Ads and subscriptions help 
support this community 

project and are appreciated. 
———— 

WWW.WENDYUPNORTH.COM 

 

AVAILABLE FOR LOCAL HISTORY 
PRESENTATIONS, TRAVEL 

TALKS, DULCIMER MUSIC AND 
LESSONS  

LOCAL ART & GIFT FAIR 
COORDINATOR * DAY TRIP HOST 

UP NORTH EXCURSIONS  
JOIN MY  

COMMUNITY EMAIL LISTS AND 

FACEBOOK PAGES. 
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McCulloch Street Musings  
really value, mindfulness 
of health, world attention 

and care.  
 

Did you support the  
Girl Scouts early this 

season? Our mint 
cookies disappeared 

quickly. With extra home 
time I’ve tried out some 

new recipes—old-
fashioned potato candy, 
making puff pastry and 
several things savory 

and sweet things from it. 
Experimenting goes on.  
Breathe deeply. A new 

day is ahead.  
Your neighbor, Wendy 

 

 

Ecumen Lakeshore Auxiliary Annual Spring 

Used Treasures Sale 
Thurs. April 16  

8am-4pm,  
Fri. April 17   
8am–Noon 

4002 London Road 
Free parking.  .Household 

items, furniture, jewelry, and more. 

Inquire about ad space 
in this newsletter  

Submit a  
$5 mini-message.   
10 words or less.  

Wish Happy Birthday,  
anniversary, thank a 

neighbor.  

Be kind and 
keep an eye 
out for each 

other.  
Thank you. 

       Look at Lakeside Subscription    $12  
  6 issues/year               Your support is appreciated 
  Date ___________         Name_______________________________  

 

 Address _____________________________________     Phone  ______________       

  

 

Renewing?     U-betcha   Nope, I’m new            Years in Lakeside _____      
       
     Mail to Look at Lakeside, 4005 McCulloch St., Duluth MN 55804     THANK  YOU. 

If you don’t want to cut this slip out—just enclose your name  and info on a piece of paper.   

The Treasures of the Earth 
Green Goods, Craft and 
Art Fair was canceled for 
March 28 but may be re-

scheduled in early summer 
as things settle down.  

Stay At Home 

Now a place for —school studies, work 
time, cooking, watching church service, 
accessing virtual exercise classes, 
cleaning/chores, resting, learning, 
family time, and more.  
Day by day restrictions 
have been added closing 
schools, senior 
programming, public 
libraries, work places, restaurants, and 

so many events.  STAY WELL. 

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
http://www.211.org/services/covid19
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KIDS + BOOKS & BOOKS 

 

The Lester Park Book Swap took place March 4th & 5th. Thanks to the 
generosity of Lester Park students, families, teachers, alumni and 

community members, all Lester Park students, preschool through 5th 
grade, were able to choose two books! That is approximately 640 

excited, smiling readers filling the halls!  There were so many excited 
and grateful kiddos, more than a few commented that it was the best 

day ever!  Happy reading!   (From Lester Park Parent group) 

+ Paint Your Own 
Pottery 

SPRING OPEN HOUSE 
           April 17, 18 

Lakeland Shores       
Apartments  

Indoors & Outdoors 

 

Spirit of the Lake Community School, in the former Lester Park United 
Methodist Church, has been busy this last year. The school has installed a 
lift, two handicap accessible parking spaces, a door and stairs on Superior 
Street. Children have been cleaning up the creek and woods and open 
area near the Lakeside Lester Park Community Club building. All grades 
participated in a school play, held in the sanctuary,  
in the fall. The sanctuary has become a place for plays and assemblies. 
Two class bunnies, Clover and Elsa, are new additions to the school. 
Another Early Childhood classroom will be added in the  Fall. 

Anticipated events: hosting Stone Soup community potlucks a few times a 
year, May Faire - a community fair with dancing, a maypole, food, and 

activities and a plant sale coming in May/June. 

The former 
side parking 

lot has had 
fencing 

installed, a 
new drain  
system has 

been added to 
ensure the 

integrity of 
the building's 

foundation, 
which 

produced a 
large hill that 

the children have enjoyed sledding on. The space  
will be made into a nature play area.   
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4507 East Superior St    218-464-0168 

Support local businesses and  
organizations as you are able.  

An early March pic of a squirrel sitting on 
snow over a foot deep.  Rabbits and  
squirrels hopped around all winter on the 
snow cushion awaiting for the green time of 
year to come. Get ready for green grass,  
flowers, gardening, pussy willows, birds…. 
So much has changed since early March.  

Despite these unprecedented times,  
and scary and shocking news these days, 

let’s value 
RESILIENCE   ADAPTABILITY 

PERSERVERANCE  HOPE  

The Online/virtual world has a lot to offer—from watching theater and 

musical performances, travel programs, educational opportunities for youth, 
photo sharing, reading books and magazines (or go for the paper versions :-), 
funny videos, numerous how to videos (crafts, recipes, repairs, dance lessons, 
exercise, meditation, learning a language,  and so much more). Shopping 
opportunities, too for delivery of items to your door.  Here is a site with photos 

that will make you chuckle :  www.comedywildlifephoto.com  
What is a favorite online resource, Youtube channel, or website of yours?   

        Student Enrollment 
            Learning in Lakeside 

      Lester Park Elementary—590  
  (Grade 2 is the largest count, 125) 
 Duluth East—1430  
  (Grade 9 is the largest count, 401) 
 Rock Ridge Academy—62 students 
  Spirit of the Lake Community School—50 students 
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ALL DATES ARE TENTATIVE AS 

WE ALL WAIT UNTIL TIMES ARE 
RELATIVELY BACK TO NORMAL. 
 
Any/every day—time with 
Lake Superior to heal us through these 
times. 

 

April 14 … 7th Annual  

Veterans Expo 3 - 7 PM   Free event. 

Resource, benefit and education for veterans 

and others in attendance. 

Yellowjacket Union Great 

Room, UWS. 
.Apri 
April 22—Earth Day    
May 20-22… Duluth East Plant Sale   
Plants are propagated from clippings, 
seeds, and repotting.   
Typically, the Tomato Man project 
involving Congdon youth generates many 
tomato plants.  School closings have 

affected many programs. 

May 30...Annual Duluth 

Garden Flower Society 
plant sale  - lots of 

perennials. Rose Garden Parking lot.  

Starts 8 a.m.   

May 30... Duluth Community Garden 
Plant and Seed Sale. 9 a.m.  Peace 

Church, 1111 N. 11th Ave. E.  
 
The annual Lion’s Club Pancake event 
typically held in May at the DECC has been 

rescheduled for Sept. 

New Tax Filing Deadline July 15 
 
If you have a Lakeside event or a fundraiser 
event that is able to take place in upcoming 
months—email wendyupnorth@yahoo.com and 

I can add it to the Look at Lakeside Facebook 

page and maybe do a mid-issue e-newsletter.   

Full moon dates 

April 7 & May 7 
View a Comet—bright 
spot in the sky late May. 

The Better Breathers Club is 
for members of the community 
living with chronic lung disease. 
The support group is led by a 
trained group facilitator and 
teaches a person living with 
COPD, Pulmonary Fibrosis, 
Lung Cancer and other 
pulmonary diseases to live the 
best quality life possible. 
Caregivers are highly 
encouraged to attend. Monthly 
speakers include, but not 
limited to: Pulmonologists, 
Pharmacists, Insurance 
(Medicare) experts, Relaxation 
Technique instructors and 
many more.   Meetings are 
monthly on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month at 10 a.m. at St. 
Luke’s Hospital. For more 
information, call 218.249.5976. 

 

 

 

   Vegetable of the Year is BROCCOLI 

One cup of broccoli provides over 100% of our daily requirement for vitamins C and K, and is also a 
good source of fiber, vitamin A, folate, and potassium.  Broccoli also contains compounds that may 

improve eye health, lower cholesterol, protect against various types of cancer, and protect against heart 
disease and allergies. Students will be planting broccoli in Duluth school gardens.  DSCGP selects a 

vegetable each year and encourages people to plant it, eat it, cook with it, try out recipes with it, and 
learn about the health benefits. Eat your fruit and veggies every day.  

DATES 
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CANCELLATIONS MAY OCCUR DUE TO COVID-19 

Lakeside Lester Park Com. Club    
Programs. After School time 525-0845    

Portman Senior Center  - City of Duluth 4601 McCulloch  

For meals call 727-4321 AEOA 
Bingo, Bone Builders, Bridge, Men’s Coffee   

Mahjongg W 11:30 AM, Meals   

LLP Citizen Patrol   
Meets quarterly @Lakeside Pres. Church 525-1905 
Call for next date. A local officer usually attends.  Call 911 if you notice 
suspicious activity. Record license plates of suspicious vehicles.  
Lakeside Chum Food Shelf  Mon 11AM -1PM  Faith Building, 
Glenwood/51stAv. E. 

 
 

 

ACCESS QUICK EASY RECIPES  
Suggested website:  www.biggerbolderbaking.com  

 

Microwave Mug Sponge Cake 

2 T butter, 1 large egg, 2 T milk, 1 t vanilla extract, 

¼ cup sugar, 6 T flour, 1/4 t baking powder, pinch of 

salt 

Melt butter, Whisk egg, Mix together in a mug.  

 

 

 

   Up North Excursions     218-525-5098       

www.wendyupnorth.com 

The Music Man  Chanhassen Dinner  

Theater   Performance and lunch. Reg. by 5/1 

Fish, Fish, Fish    Lovely Bayfield.   

Fish hatchery tour, commercial fisherman visit. 

Lunch. A fun local learning day.    Reg. by 5/10 

ARTS  MUSIC  HISTORY NATURE 

Several spring trips have been cancelled due to 
COVID-19.  When bans are lifted and  

health safety is restored—trips will resume.  

Rendezvous and Powwow 
 Grand Portage National Monument  

Powwow and voyageur re-enactors. Visit  Naniboujou 
Lodge.  A day up the shore Reg. by 7/10 

Cranberry Fest, Sunset w/ Cranes, Hamilton at the Orpheum 

Minnesota State Fair    Get-Together   
Exhibits, foods, animas, rides, games, music, freebies. 

 5 hours at the fair .  Reg. by 7/20 

Barn Quilt Tour  Lunch at the Landmark Center. 

Then on to Waconia for history on about 10 barns and 
beautiful barn quilts (paintings)  Reg. by 7/20 

With meals at 
restaurants or 
facilities all 
temporarily 
suspended, 
people are 
eating home 
more 
preparing 
their own 
foods..  

Spring would 
also be the 
time for the 
new menu at 
the Duluth East Food for Though Restaurant.   
 
Student meals and lunches were delivered even though the 
schools were closed.  

A lunch buffet bar at Ecumen Lakeshore was 
a setup for eating with nearby views of the  
51-unit Zhivago housing development next 
door growing and taking shape.  
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James Ellis 
James has been in Lakeside for 
about 19 years. He was born in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. His father 
was in retail so the family moved 
around the southeast in 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas 
and finally Texas. 
He moved to Duluth after 
vacationing in the area.  The main 
reason was to move somewhere 
cold and get out of the Texas 
heat and humidity. He works 
in the communications 
industry in our area. 
 
He and his wife, Lura Lee are 
empty nesters.  Their 
daughter, her husband and 
their four-year old reside in Duluth.  
 
Due to a back 
injury on the 
job about a 
year ago he 
has been home 
more. With 
encouragement 
from his wife, 
he picked up a 
paint brush.  
He took a 
painting class 
and kept at it 
exploring 
techniques. He 
especially enjoys painting 
mountain scenes and the natural 
beauty of the North Shore. His 
travels to Alaska, the SouthWest, 

Colorado, and to the 
Andes have been an 
inspiration. He paints 
from photos and 
recreates the image on 
canvas using oil paint.  
He’s been a long-time 
fan of Bob 
Ross and 
Bill 
Alexander.  
James 
paints what 
makes him  
happy.   
 

—-Writeup by        
Wendy Grethen, 
 LAL editor 

James is a relatively new artist 

creating paintings from travels near 
and far.  Nature is his unlimited 

source of inspiration and he rises to 
the challenge of capturing the special 

iconic features of the North Shore State 

Parks. One of his paintings is pictured on 
the left highlighting the majesty of 

mountainous landscapes. He has turned 

several of his paintings into giclee prints.  

The best part of 
Lakeside is it is 

quiet.  The weather 
here in this 

community is a big 
plus as well...the lake 

breeze is an added 
benefit in the 
summer.  We  

have many friends 
who live in Lakeside 

as well. 
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     QUILTERS  WITH LOCAL AND GLOBAL IMPACT 

The Women of the Lutheran Church (WELCA) are the driving spirit of numerous quilt craft projects.  
Their sewing efforts consist of quilts for World Relief, Steve O’Neil house, Bethany Children's home, 
the Duluth Crisis Center, Center for 
Changing Lives, Head Start and 
others.  The group also make hats 

and mittens and 
sustainable feminine 
hygiene products so 
young girls can stay in 
school. This group is 

called “Days for 
Girls”.  Notifications for 

sewing days are found 
on the church website 
bulletin under the  
“Media” link.  
 
The quilting group 
meets every Monday from 10-3 at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 1325 N. 45 
Ave. E.  Anyone may join in. The ladies will be glad to accept clean, cotton fabric, working 
sewing machines and notions and are thankful to the community for donating. 

. 

Job Posting 
Looking for a rewarding part-time or full-time job?  

Take a look at DRCC, a Star Tribune top Work 
Place for the last 3 years, supporting individuals 

with disabilities, located in Duluth as well as 
Proctor, Pike Lake, Hermantown, Two Harbors, 
Cloquet and Esko and the Range Cities. We are 

looking for individuals that are interested in 
supporting, teaching, and of course, having fun!  
NEW WAGE of $13.50/hour.  Full-time positions 

have a generous benefit package.  
What you can expect: 

In-depth training that is paid work time 
Continuous support and education 

An opportunity to share your talents and interests 
Tuition Reimbursement Program for Student 

Predictable/consistent hours each week 
For additional information,  
check us out on Facebook  

or our website, drccinfo.org,  
or call Michelle Hooey at 218-722-8180, ext. 101. 

What do you call a parade of rabbits  
hopping backwards? 

             A receding-hare-line.  

 

History is happening. We all look forward to healthier, safer times again and the re-opening of programs, events,  
and businesses.  The restrictions and cancellations have impacted us all.  Good news will come again. 

REMEMBER TO 
WASH YOUR 

HANDS 

1131 E. 4th St. 
Duluth MN 55805 


